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Most surprisingly, Bacow chose to close it with a verse by late Abdurehim
Otkur, whom Bacow called “one of China’s great modern poets”:

Along life’s road | have always sought truth,

In the search for verity, thought was always my guide.

My heart yearned without end for a chance of expression,
And longed to find words of meaning and grace.

Come, my friends, let our dialogue joyfully begin.

The reason behind Bacow’'s choice is unclear, but his decision comes at a
time when China is intensifying its suppression of the Uyghur Muslim
minority in Xinjiang. Hundreds of thousands there have been
incarcerated in camps that Beijing justifies as necessary to counter
terrorism.

https://qz.com/1577381/harvard-president-lawrence-bacaw-reads-
uyghur-poem-on-china-visit/



Narendra Modi (Prime Minister of India) Concluded my
speech with these few lines penned by Abduraheim Otkur
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